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Psychological Testing and Assessment has really intrigued me to learn and understand in my field of study. Due to my future career leading in the direction of a juvenile caseworker or in case management and my past history of working with juvenile delinquents, this topic really has set with me to pursue knowledge in depth of the testing and assessment phase. The high risk for problematic children has increased over the last decade and the research is an ongoing challenge to our youths today. In the present study, an actuarial care needs assessment tool for juvenile offenders, the Youth Offender Care Needs Assessment Tool (YO-CNAT), was developed to predict the probability of (a) a future supervision order imposed by the child welfare agency, (b) a future entitlement to care indicated by the youth care agency, and (c) future incidents involving child abuse, domestic violence, and/or sexual norm trespassing behavior at the juvenile’s address (Van der Put & Stams 2013). These assessments can analyze a child at its earliest age level of child protective services, youth probation services and into the juvenile system before they reach the imprisonment. The changeable dynamic risk factors concluded in the testing and assessments provide a starting point for treatment. 
One of the main objectives in a juvenile’s potential life in the justice system is recidivism. The reoccurring criminal charges brought amongst our youths today has been an eye opener to the testing and assessment phase of understanding the youth’s behavior and what we could do about reducing this rate. So, with needs assessment, the appropriate interventions can be indicated, whereas with risk assessment the intensity of the interventions can be determined with the aim of preventing recidivism (Andrews & Bonta, 2003, 2010; Andrews, Bonta, & Hoge, 1990). Different aspects of situations also come into play when it is appropriate to consider the nature and seriousness of problematic child rearing situations. If a child is in the care of a childcare agency then the reports of the child interactions with other peers may be reported to such agencies who predict both entitlement to care and a supervision order. Not only does the effects from a juveniles behavior may come from a child care agency but previous child abuse, domestic violence, and sexual norm trespassing behavior. By all means all factors are included in the testing and assessment phase of youth offender needs, these are just few that are more related to the behavior of the youth. 
The YO-CNAT, “actuarial” instrument, which was developed to make use of information is only available in different facilities. One of the facilities that it is commonly used at is police stations. We examined whether an actuarial assessment instrument could be developed for predicting the likelihood of (a) future supervision order by the child welfare agency, (b) future entitlement to care by the youth care agency, and (c) future incidents of child abuse, domestic violence, and/or sexual norm trespassing behavior at the juvenile’s address (worrisome incidents) (Van der Put & Stams 2013). The introduction stage of assessment is to examine the youth’s behavior and needs of the juveniles offense. There are many other test that can also conclude an accurate testing such as the Youth Actuarial Risk Assessment Tool (Y-ARAT), National Instrument for the Juvenile Criminal Justice Field (NI-JCJF) and Chi-squared Automatic Interaction Detector (CHAID). These are some of the credibility assessments that are used in the actual process of youth offenders. Future research should examine the process, procedures, and predictive validity of the YO-CNAT when used in addition to the clinical judgment of the police officers as a screen for further assessment (Van der Put & Stams 2013). 
In conclusion to the YO-CNAT, the research is very broad and accessible across the board. I look forward to reading and understanding the strategies used in determining a youths care needs in identifying those children with situation warrants furthering investigation. I look forward to more involvement in this 
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